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From Darkness to Light 
Dear Friends: 

It is so wonderful to be true lovers of 
Christ. I am trying every day to make my 
life more pure and true. I enjoy the MEs- 
SAGE very much. It has helped bring me 
from darkness to light and I do hope and 
pray that I may be able to help someone 
else as you helped me. When I think about 
the promise of God it makes me feel so 
lifted up. 


Washington, D. C. B. M. 


Vitamins and Revelations 
Friends, Neighbors, Brethren: 

Enjoy the MeGippo MESSAGE very much. 
It gives us the spiritual vitamins we need 
for our souls, and the revelations enabling 
us to be of use to God. 


Ianthu, Mo. G. de 


Articles Concerning Personal Integrity 
Gentlemen: 

I recently came across a copy of one of 
your magazines, MEGIDDO MESSAGE, and I 
was much impressed with two of the articles 
therein, one on character and the other on 
habits. Will you please send me a copy of 
that issue and any available previous is- 
sues containing articles on the subject of 
personal integrity. 

Seville, Ohio 


In His Steps 
Dear Friend: 
Without the life of Christ, His words, and 
deeds, and those of His disciples, how empty 
life would be to us! If we yield ourselves as 
clay in Christ’s hands, willingly following 
in His steps, then our reward will be sure. 
We cannot follow Christ without helping 
our wayward brother; then, too, we are ful- 
filling Paul’s words, “being knit together 
in love, and unto all riches of the full as- 
surance of understanding to the acknowl- 
edgment of the mystery of God.” Jesus said, 
“Greater love hath no man than this, that 
he lay down his life for his friends.” His 
friends were those who would keep His 
commandments. 
Yorkville, N. Y. 


“Seek and Ye Shall Find” 
Dear Friend and Brother: 

Thank you for your inspiring letter, and 
may the good Lord bless you in your service 
of the Lord. One could utter many words 
when conversing about the Holy Scriptures, 
for it stands to reason that sixty-six letters 
cannot be talked over in a moment. I have 
found out from my own experience that it 
takes an open mind with deep meditation to 
fully understand the Scriptures. Only by 
devoting the years to a search for truth 
does the true light shine brighter and 
brighter to a better day to come. Speaking 
of that better day, one must put into prac- 
tice what he knows or else he will not enjoy 
that day. Jesus’ teaching and example plain- 
ly tell us that we must do His command- 
ments if we want to merit the grace of God. 

Bright, Ont., Can. A. B. 


E. P. 


M. J. N. 


November 1, 1958 


MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


Vol. 45, No. 22 





Jesus Christ, the Son of God 


“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our pro- 
fession, CHRIST JESUS” (Heb. 3:1). 


Let ws consider the birth and life of our Saviour. Many 
claim that Christ was born into the world as any other 
man and died as any other man. But if the birth and life 
of Jesus Christ were the same as that of other men we 
have no one but self to guide us in our Christian walk. 
This will breed confusion. We read in Heb. 1: 1, 2, “God, 
who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son... .” Can there be a 
better One for us to follow than Jesus of Nazareth? 

Do we not see here a unique character found nowhere 
else? We must either throw away these Epistles to the 
Hebrews, Colossians and Corinthians . . . yes, and even 
the divine Revelation which came from Him after His 
ascension, or else we must conclude that He was born, 
lived and died different from other men. As a matter of 
fact, we find Him quite exceptionally above all other 
human beings, as we read in Heb. 1: 4, “Being made so 
much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than they.” It says He 
hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they. By virtue of His birth He came into possession of a 
better inheritance than they. 

With this statement before us, we are driven to con- 
clude that His life was far ahead of that of other men. 
He is the Saviour of His people. No other man that walks 
upon the face of the earth has in him the salvation of 
God’s people. Again, you remember the testimony of our 
blessed Master in John 14: 6, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life.” Can we find another individual and cite 
where God declared of him that he was the “pattern” of 
all purity? He is set forth in the Divine phraseology as 
being different from the rest of us. No other man has 
so followed the Scriptures as his guide from early child- 
hood. Having satisfied ourselves of the truthfulness of the 
Bible, we know that Jesus was different from the rest 
of humanity. If His birth, life and death were only that 
of other great men, we have no pattern, guide or priest 
to whom we can go for guidance in the Christian walk. 

Can there be a better, purer, nobler One for us to be 
guided by than Jesus? First let us consider His name. 
“Jesus” means “Jehovah is salvation.” The name is deep- 
ly significant of the work for which the Son of God was 
born into the world to accomplish, namely, “to save His 
people from their sins”; His mother was bidden to call 
him by this name (Luke 1:31) and was told that He was 
to be called the Son of the Most High. In Heb. 1:5 it is 
said to Him, “Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee.” Not only that, He is called “The Only Begotten of 
the Father.” Were we born of God? Can this be said of us? 

“Christ” signifies “the anointed, or consecrated by unc- 
tion.” He is also called Emmanuel, Son of God, Holy 
Child, Alpha and Omega, Dayspring from on High, 
Redeemer, Prince of Peace, King of kings and Lord of 


lords, etc. Can this be said of any other man? He was 
justly said to be holy, spotless, undefiled, harmless, pure, 
separate from sinners, meek, just, “who did no sin” al- 
ways doing the things which pleased the Father (Heb. 7: 
26; I Pet. 2: 22). Can this be said of any other man? 

Jesus said in Matt. 5:21, 22, “Ye have heard that it 
was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill... . but 
I say unto you...” No other man would dare step up and 
lay down a principle by which to be governed. His teach- 
ing was as one having authority. 

It stands alone in breadth and power. The gradual 
emancipation of the world from the tyrannies of sensual- 
ity, cruelty, and serfdom has been won step by step, by 
the enforcement of the principle which He taught. The 
supremacy of the spiritual, the essential equality of all 
men in His sight, are the fruitful conceptions which have 
sprung directly from His teachings and which have still 
an inexhaustible force to bring about, we trust, in the 
near future, the amelioration of the world. 

See Him at the age of twelve confounding the Doctors 
of the Law, so that “all who heard him were astonished 
at his understanding and answers.” All these things 
prove Him to be superior to the rest of humanity, who are 
born simply of the flesh. Hence He was not born of man, 
but of God. 

We are to build on the true foundation of which Jesus 
Christ Himself is the chief corner stone, “all else 
is sinking sand.” Can this be said of any other man? Hear 
His words, “These things saith he that is holy, he that is 
true... he that openeth and no man shutteth; and shut- 
teth and no man openeth.” Is this delegated to any other 
man, to open and no one can shut? 

We behold in Jesus a unique and sinless personality, 
one with whom no other human being can be even 
distantly compared, whether in His character, His teach- 
ing, or the result which He accomplished in His brief 
ministry. He preached but three brief years; He wore no 
broad phylacteries ; He had no human learning—His rank 
but a village carpenter, His followers “unlearned and 
ignorant men” chosen from the humblest people—yet, 
as a matter of fact, He altered the whole current of the 
stream of history. He closed the history of the past and 
inaugurated the record of the future, and the most bril- 
liant and civilized nations of the world look upon Him as 
being far beyond anyone who was born, lived or died as 
other men. 

Kant testifies to His ideal perfection. Spinoza spoke of 
Him as the truest symbol of heavenly wisdom. Strauss 
says He is the highest object we can possibly imagine 
with respect to religion; the Being without whose pres- 
ence in the mind perfect piety is impossible. 

These great things are why Christ’s unique character 
represented in divine phraseology, has moved the world 
through His influence. Here is something worth our while 
to peruse, because it is resting on the Rock of Ages. He 
therefore, alone, has furnished mankind with a perfect 
ideal; and no man can attain to that ideal apart from the 
aid of His grace and through the imitation of His example. 
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The Virtue of Humility 


way of salvation that are hard to be understood and 

that some things must be accepted by faith. But it is 
also true that there are certain principles that stand out 
bold and strong and are positively a necessity to salva- 
tion, so much so that there is just no way to pass around 
them. One of these is the truth expressed over and over 
by the sacred writers that there is but one road that 
leads to God, and that is Humility. Even though all other 
ways should possess all other virtues, without this one 
characteristic they would lead astray. 

The things which were written aforetime were written 
for our learning (Rom. 15:4). As we study certain ex- 
amples in olden times we cannot fail to be impressed by 
the lesson on humility that the scribes who recorded such 
incidents intended to impress upon our minds. Let us con- 
sider a few of these worthy examples. 


[’ IS TRUE that there are many things concerning the 


The Examples of David and Solomon 


We read in II Chronicles 7 how the Lord appeared unto 
Solomon. Now Solomon was an example to us in two 
ways: first, he was an example in asking for wisdom 
to rule the people of God, and for esteeming God’s wis- 
dom greater than riches and honor. He was humble then. 
Then afterward he was an evil example in allowing the 
things of this world to lure him from keeping God’s com- 
mandments and His statutes, and he will stand on the 
left hand at the Judgment for being a follower after evil 
ways. We can take home the lesson to ourselves, and not 
do likewise; but be meek and humble if we want that 
eternal home. 

In II Chron. 1: 7—12 we are shown what we must 
ask for: not riches and honor, but knowledge to under- 
stand what we must do. God gave Solomon wisdom, honor 
and riches. The Lord appeared to him by night and said 
unto him, “Ask what I shall give thee.” Solomon asked, 
“Give me now wisdom and knowledge.” Then the Lord 
said to him, “Because this was in thine heart, and thou 
hast not asked riches, wealth, or honor, nor the life of 
thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life; but hast 
asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself that thou mayest 
judge my people, over whom I have made thee king: wis- 
dom and knowledge is granted unto thee; and I will give 
thee riches, and wealth, and honor, such as none of the 
kings have had that have been before thee, neither shall 
there any after thee have the like.” 

In the 6th chapter we have an example of the way 
Solomon talked when he was right. Beginning with the 
first verse: “Then said Solomon, The Lord hath said that 
he would dwell in the thick darkness. But I have built a 
house of habitation for thee, and a place for thy dwelling 
for ever.” That is referring to the temple that Solomon 
built. “And the king turned his face, and blessed the 
whole congregation of Israel: and all the congregation 
of Israel stood. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, who hath with his hands fulfilled that which he 
spake with his mouth to my father David, saying, Since 
the day that I brought forth my people out of the land of 
Egypt I chose no city among all the tribes of Israel to 


build a house in, that my name might be there; neither 
chose I any man to be ruler over my people Israel: but I 
have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there; 
and have chosen David to be over my people Israel.” 

Then continuing in verse 7, he said: “Now it was in 
the heart of David my father to build a house for the 
name of the Lord God of Israel. But the Lord said to 
David my father, Forasmuch as it was in thine heart to 
build a house for my name, thou didst well in that it 
was in thine heart: notwithstanding thou shalt not build 
the house; but thy son... shall build the house for my 
name. The Lord therefore hath performed his word that 
he hath spoken: for I am risen up in the room of David 
my father, and am set on the throne of Israel, as the 
Lord promised, and have built the house for the name 
of the Lord God of Israel.’”’ David was not allowed to build 
the temple because he had been a man of war. 

Continuing in verse 14, we read the words of Solo- 
mon’s prayer at the dedication of the temple: “O Lord 
God of Israel, there is no God like thee in the heaven, nor 
in the earth; which keepest covenant, and showest mercy 
unto thy servants, that walk before thee with all their 
hearts: thou which hast kept with thy servant David my 
father that which thou hast promised him; and spakest 
with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as 
it is this day.” 

The rest of the chapter is a good prayer and shows that 
only God knows the heart of man and knows whom to 
spare and whom to cut off, that He will never condone 
their evils but will forgive if they return and confess and 
make supplication before Him. Solomon closes his prayer 
with verses 41, 42, “Now therefore arise, O Lord God, 
into thy resting place, thou, and the ark of thy strength: 
let thy priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and 
let thy saints rejoice in goodness. O Lord God, turn not 
away the face of thine anointed: remember the mercies of 
David thy servant.” What ever Solomon did in later 
years, these words are good. 

In chapter 7, God is answering Solomon’s prayer. We 
read, beginning in verse 12, “And the Lord appeared to 
Solomon by night,”—we all know that God sent His an- 
gels—‘and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and 
have chosen this place to myself for a house of sacrifice. 
If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command 
the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence 
among my people; if my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” 

There is not a greater verse in the Bible than this 14th; 
there is a whole sermon in it. Humbleness of mind is the 
first requisite. There is no use to pray until we realize 
that we do not know anything in and of ourselves. And 
that alone will not do, just to humble self and pray; we 
must seek His face and turn from our wicked ways. God 
says, I am willing to listen, but you must turn from all 
your iniquities; I will never hear a haughty man or 
woman, or one who will not see self. If we turn, He will 
have ears attent to our prayers, for He says in verse 15, 
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“Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent unto 
the prayer that is made in this place.” 

In verse 16 we read of the literal temple, the house of 
the Lord: “For now have I chosen and sanctified this 
house, that my name may be there for ever: and mine 
eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.” This 
house of the Lord was a type of the house that is being 
built now, of which we read in I Peter 2:5, “Ye also, 
as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ.” And in II Cor. 6:16 it says, “Ye 
are the temple of the living God.” 

The temple of Solomon was the pride of the Jews, but 
it was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and the best of the 
people were taken captive. Later another temple was built 
and the Lord warned them that it would be destroyed, as 
we read in Matt. 24:1, 2. “And Jesus went out, and de- 
parted from the temple: and his disciples came to him 
for to show him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus 
said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say 
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon an- 
other, that shall not be thrown down.” 

Josephus, their own historian, in his Antiquities of the 
Jews, tells us that at the time Jerusalem was besieged by 
Titus and Vespasian, A. D. 70., the Romans offered to 
spare their temple if they would surrender, but they stub- 
bornly refused. The siege lasted six months. The city was 
entirely demolished. A million Jews perished by the 
sword, pestilence, and famine. A hundred thousand who 
were taken captive were sold into slavery. Their beautiful 
temple was burned to the ground; and afterward in seek- 
ing for the gold that was melted, it is said that every 
stone was overturned. Has not the prophecy of our Lord 
been fulfilled? 

Solomon had a good beginning but a sad ending. We 
will read about him in Nehemiah 13: 26. In verses 23— 
25 Nehemiah is speaking of some of the Jews among the 
company who had married strange wives, or “foreigners,” 
as Moffatt translates it. Then he says: “Did not Solomon 
king of Israel sin by these things?”—yes, he took the 
daughter of Pharaoh for a wife, and thus he began to 
transgress, and soon was worshiping her idols—‘yet 
among many nations was there no king like him, who was 
beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Is- 
rael: nevertheless even him did outlandish [‘foreign’] 
women cause to sin.”” He was a wonderful king, yet even 
he was led into sin by his foreign wives; they caused 
him to turn away from the truth of the living God, and 
worship gods of stone. 

God is not partial; He told of Solomon’s good deeds, 
but He did not cover up his evil deeds but told of them 
too. God required the same clean life of a king that He 
did of a poor man. They both had to obey His law. David’s 
sins were chronicled; Nathan told him they would be told 
before all Israel and the sun. And it was chronicled that 
generations to come would know of David’s sin. What a 
just God He is! No matter how great the man, He chron- 
icled his sins, not only for a few years or for one genera- 
tion, but for generations to come. God did not fix it up 
nor cover it over. And so also He tells of Solomon’s wick- 
edness. 

In II Chron. 7:17 we read further of what the Lord 
said to Solomon, in answer to His prayer: “And as for 
thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father 


walked, and do according to all that I have commanded 
thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my judgments;” 
—not walk as David walked in his sins, but as he walked 
after he turned from his sins. David said in Ps. 51:3, 
“For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is 
ever before me.” Did he not humble himself? Look at the 
case of Nabal, as we read in I Samuel 25. How many 
would start to take vengeance, and then listen to a woman! 

Think, too, how many times King Saul was in the 
hands of David, or in his power, when the king was seek- 
ing his life, but he did Saul no harm; he would not touch 
the Lord’s anointed. David had reverence for God. But 
see the other side, see his evil nature! There was his son 
Absalom, a beautiful boy, a traitor to David. He raised 
an insurrection against his father, King David, so that 
the king and his household had to flee from Jerusalem to 
save their lives. But Absalom gathered a great host and 
pursued after the king, and David had to make war 
against him, but he charged those who commanded the 
battle to “deal gently for my sake with the young man, 
even with Absalom.” And all the people heard when the 
king gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom. 
He wanted them to spare his life, but he was killed. Then 
see how David mourned! That was the natural sympathy, 
his affection governing him. Absalom was no better than 
any other traitor, and David sinned in mourning for him. 
When the people heard how the king was grieving for his 
son, “they gat them by stealth into the city, as people being 
ashamed steal away when they flee in battle.” They were 
forsaking him. 

It was told Joab, the captain of the host, that the king 
was weeping and mourning for Absalom; so he went to 
the king and warned him that he was loving his enemies 
and hating his friends. He told him that by his actions he 
showed that if Absalom had lived, and his princes and all 
his company had died that day, then it would have pleased 
him well. So David repented and ceased from his mourn- 
ing, and all Israel were gathered again to him. We, too, 
must not walk in an evil way, but must acknowledge our 
sins and turn from them. 

Again we read in II Chron. 7: 18, 19, after the Lord 
had told Solomon if he would observe His statutes and 
His judgments, “Then will I establish the throne of thy 
kingdom, according as I have covenanted with David 
thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man 
to be ruler in Israel. But if ye turn away, and forsake my 
statutes and my commandments, which I set before you, 
and shall go and serve other gods, and worship them ;”— 
ah! they were surrounded by those idolatrous nations 
with their many false gods, literal idols; and the natural 
tendency was to imitate their customs. But we commit 
the same evil when we allow our evil desires to keep us 
from walking in the narrow way. We set up idols in our 
heart; anything that keeps us from being humble. Self is 
the greatest idol; we are so afraid of being blamed for 
something. 

The Lord warned what the consequences would be if 
they should go after other gods: “Then will I pluck them 
up by the roots out of my land which I have given them; 
and this house, which I have sanctified for my name, will 
I cast out of my sight, and will make it to be a proverb 
and a byword among all nations.” And has it not been 
fulfilled to the very letter—the Jews scattered among all 
nations! “And this house, which is high, shall be an aston- 
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ishment to every one that passeth by it; so that he shall 
say, Why hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and 
unto this house? And it shall be answered, Because they 
forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on 
other gods, and worshiped them, and served them: there- 
fore hath he brought all this evil upon them.” 


The Examples of King Josiah 


Let us consider the life of King Josiah. In the eight- 
eenth year of his reign he set about to repair the house of 
God, the temple which Solomon had built, and to restore 
that which had been allowed to go to ruin by the wicked 
kings before him. We can read about it in II Kings 22, 
and of how faithfully they all dealt. 

Beginning with the 8th verse we read that “Hilkiah 
the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found 
the book of the law in the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah 
gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. And Shaphan 
the scribe came to the king . . . and Shaphan the scribe 
showed the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered 
me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king. And it 
came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the 
book of the law, that he rent his clothes.” Oh, it made a 
great impression upon him and he humbled himself at 
the word of the Lord! And he commanded Hilkiah, Sha- 
phan and others, saying, “Go ye, inquire of the Lord for 
me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
words of this book that is found: for great is the wrath 
of the Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers 
have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do 
according to all that is written concerning us.” 

So they went to enquire of Huldah the prophetess, who 
dwelt in Jerusalem in the college; and they communed 
with her as to what the king should do to escape the 
curses that were written in the book of the law because 
of the evils of idolatry that had been brought upon the 
land by those wicked kings. Yes, here he was, a king, yet 
was not too proud to ask of a woman what he should do. 

So Josiah the king sent to Huldah the prophetess for 
advice. What did Huldah say? She said to those who came 
unto her: “Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell the 
man that sent you to me, Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I 
will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of 
Judah hath read: because they have forsaken me, and 
have burned incense unto other gods, that they might 
provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands; 
therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this place, 
and shall not be quenched.” Not anger or wrath in the 
sense commonly used, but the wrath of the law would be 
executed; the judgments of God were coming upon them 
because of their evil doings. 

“But to the king of Judah which sent you to inquire 
of the Lord, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, As touching the words which thou hast 
heard; because thine heart was tender, and thou hast 
humbled thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest 
what I spake against this place, and against the inhabit- 
ants thereof, that they should become a desolation and a 
curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I 
have also heard thee, saith the Lord.” Oh it was some- 
thing for a king to humble himself like that when the 


Lord spoke! Why did the Lord hear Josiah? Because he 
humbled himself and wept for his sins and the sins of the 
people, and turned to God. And she said further: “Behold 
therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou 
shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes 
shall not see all the evil which I shall bring upon this place.” 
The Lord would not send the judgments in his day, be- 
cause he humbled himself at the words of the book of the 
law of God, and cleansed the land of the graven images. 

The Lord tells us in Jer. 29: 18, “Ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” 
Oh, let us search and try our ways, and turn to the Lord 
with all our heart. Then we shall be spared in that coming 
Day. 





PERSISTENCE 


UCCESS in any undertaking does not come by chance, 

or by wishful thinking. It is not always based on 
talent. Success is a threefold combination of vision, work 
and persistence. 

Without a vision to guide and inspire, no one ever pro- 
gresses very far. A vision of the heart’s desire is the im- 
pelling force behind man’s efforts. However, many a per- 
son has had a dream of dazzling beauty, but in gazing 
with star-filled eyes at that vision has overlooked the 
rough and rugged road which lay between him and his 
goal. When he lowers his head and faces the reality of 
achieving the thing that he so desires, the lovely vision 
often vanishes. 

Others of stronger will and foresight face the toil and 
labor bravely and begin the long and arduous task of at- 
taining it. They work with a will for a time, because the 
vision is bright and alluring; but the goal which seemed 
just across the way, somehow does not approach as swift- 
ly as they expected. Like a mountain in the clear air of 
the desert, it may appear to be easily accessible, when in 
reality many weary miles lie between. As those miles pass 
under his eager feet, the traveler looks up occasionally, 
expecting to see his goal looming up larger and nearer. 
He is puzzled and dismayed to find that it looks as far 
away as at the beginning. He expected the miles to be 
many and wearisome .. . but his feet hurt, he is tired 
and his body aches with the effort that he has made. The 
elusive mountain beckons him in the distance. A few more 
dogged miles and the mountain seems no closer. The vi- 
sion begins to fade as discouragement sets in; and after 
a heroic start and valiant labor, even this strong man 
slows his pace and quits. He lacks that one imperative 
quality—persistence. 

Go to the men of business, of worth, of influence, and 
ask them who shall have their confidence and support. 
They will tell you “the men who falter not by the way- 
side, who toil on in their calling against every barrier, 
whose eyes are ‘upward,’ and whose motto is ‘excelsior.’ ” 
These are the men to whom they give their confidence. 
But they shun the lazy, the indolent, the fearful and fal- 
tering. They would as soon trust the wind as such men. 

Let no one imagine that the mountain of a holy and 
blameless character can be reached in a day. It is a beau- 
tiful sight to gaze upon, rearing its lofty peaks to the sun- 
lit heights of perfection. Let the vision of its loveliness 
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fill us with a passionate hunger to stand upon its broad 
summit; but do not forget, do not be shocked at the tor- 
tuous miles which separate us from it. When the stern 
reality of life’s struggle descends upon us, do not let the 
vision fade. Keep going! You can reach it if you will per- 
sist. 

The Christian life is an endurance test. Many are those 
who would be glad to accept entrance into the Kingdom 
of God if they were given a free ticket without effort on 
their part. Witness the numerous new churches being 
erected throughout the country to hold the crowds of 
people who are promised eternal life on the “Jesus did it 
all” basis. But holiness does not come as a gift. Humility, 
patience, love, faithfulness, honesty and purity are not 
“things” which can be wrapped up like a present and be- 
stowed upon us. They are qualities of character, which, 
like gold, must be refined. Only the varied experiences of 
life, sunshine and storm, trial and blessing, can develop 
these precious traits. Those long miles to the mountain 
are a test of our perseverance and they are the fire which 
develops it. Each mile challenges us with a thousand ob- 
stacles to be overcome; every hour of the day presents 
us with a new problem to be met and solved. Each test 
works its influence upon our character, slowly and surely 
separating the precious from the vile. Every foot of the 
way is cluttered with hindrances and grasping hands to 
pull us from our onward course. No sooner do we gain 
control of one wayward impulse than another rises to 
stand between us and our goal; no sooner is one trial met 
and conquered than another threatens to halt our prog- 
ress. Every day is a battle and every yard must be won 
by blood, sweat and tears. The “old man’ fights inces- 
santly. Our persistence must be just as relentless. 

Is your tongue the greatest enemy that you have to 
battle? Does it take you by surprise and spit out hasty 
words? Does it periodically embarrass you and bring you 
remorse? Must it be constantly watched and restrained 
lest it chatter idly or foolishly? The tongue is a world 
of iniquity, a fire not easily brought under control; so 
deal harshly with it, and consistent effort will surely have 
its effect. It will not be tamed in one grand attempt, for 
it is an obstinate little member and can be mastered only 
by our obstinate determination to rule it. 

The straying thoughts of the carnal mind are a daily 
prob'em to most of us. It is no easy matter to keep the 
thoughts right at all times. We are reminded in Prov. 4: 
23 of the only way to deal with this weakness: “Keep thy 
heart [mind] with all diligence, for out of it are the issues 
of life.’ The only way to accomplish the task is by un- 
ceasing diligence and unyielding persistence. Only by re- 
peatedly guiding the thoughts into wholesome channels, 
by habitually forcing them into obedience to Christ, can 
purity become a reality. 

If your pathway is beset with impatience, so that it 
hinders your steps everywhere you go, if you fight it 
down successfully in the morning and in the afternoon 
come face to face with the cursed thing again, and if it 
meets you upon arising the next morning as well—resist 
it and persist in resisting. Every time it is defeated, you 
are stronger and it is weaker, and if you will not give up, 
you will eventually win. 

Almost every portion of the earth teems with works 
which show what man has been able to effect in the physi- 
cal world by means of persistence. Calculate if you can 


the effort required to build the pyramids of Egypt. Can 
you conceive of a more enduring monument to the tri- 
umph of persistence than that? 

We are warned that perfection is not an easy attain- 
ment. “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I 
say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” 
The road to the mountain is strewn with the wreckage 
of those who began the work and grew weary in trying. 
The daily self-denial, the constant sacrifice proved too 
much for them. They began well, but failed to persist. A 
good beginning is essential and not to be lightly esteemed, 
but to keep on keeping on is the test of character. To cling 
with unswerving determination to a selected course, in 
spite of discouragements and failures; to resist and resist 
and resist, over and over again; to fight and fall, and rise 
to fight again—this is persistence and success. 

Paul died daily. He knew that everywhere he went, 
bonds and afflictions awaited him. Yet, he did not quail 
at the prospect of unremitting trial. He surveyed the 
rugged course between him and the shining goal and his 
response was, “None of these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy” (Acts 20: 24). He just died today, and 
tomorrow he died again. Day in and day out, for the rest 
of his life, he pursued the vision with a resolute will until 
he stood on the summit ready for his crown. 

One step after another, perseveringly continued, will 
enable you to arrive at your journey’s end, however long 
it may be. It is only when you come to reckon up the ag- 
gregate number of steps that you are ready to sink under 
a feeling of despair. But you are not required to take 
them all at once; there is an allotted time for each in- 
dividual step. Thus, in viewing any work that you may 
have marked out in life, only remember that you are not 
obliged to do the work all at once; that the regular daily 
portions performed quietly and systematically, day after 
day, will enable you to achieve almost any desired result. 
When we reflect on the wonderful results that persever- 
ance has accomplished, we are led to believe that the 
man who wills, resolves, and perseveres can do almost 
anything. 

Every one, then, regardless of his condition in life, 
should set his aim high, and resolve to omit no labor 
necessary for its realization, but cheerfully take up the 
trials and burdens that life has in store for him, and 
carry them forward, be the discouragements what they 
may, to a glorious consummation. Only learn to carry a 
thing through in all of its details, and you have measured 
the secret of success. Only learn to persevere in carrying 
out any plan of work which an enlightened judgment de- 
cides is the best, and you will force life to yield you its 
grandest triumphs. There is almost no limit to what you 
can achieve if you thus govern your actions, and make 
all your exertions contribute to the fulfillment of some 
great purpose of life, which you took up with.a brave 
heart, and with a determination to persevere therein 
until success crown your efforts, 

Will our persistence be a thing of weakness, incapable 
of sustaining the strain of the years, or will we stand on 
the heights with Christ and the 144,000 who endured unto 
the end? 





What lies behind you and what lies before you are tiny 
matters compared with what lies within you. 
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The Cup 


Bf eeOeICALA.E the cup has been a symbol of the 
things in life that happen to a person, for better or 
for worse, fortune or misfortune. It is the things in life 
we must accept whether we want to or not. The cup rep- 
resents life as it comes to us in its more dramatic, de- 
cisive moments, when much may depend on the outcome. 

Because his teachings were considered dangerous to the 
city of Athens, Socrates was condemned to drink the 
cup of hemlock, a poison. This was the cup of death, lit- 
eral death. And death’s cup eventually confronts each 
person who walks this earth, for God has given to every- 
one a measure of life to be used as we will, but the meas- 
ure may be short, or beyond the three score years and 
ten. This is the cup of life, the cup each of us is drinking 
from day to day, each day of our lives. 

For some few, life brings cups of great and difficult de- 
cision affecting the lives of millions of their countrymen, 
and their welfare. Sometimes even the fate of countries 
and nations depends on the cup of bitter decision forced 
upon people in high position. But the scale descends rap- 
idly, and for most of us, life brings cups which affect our- 
selves alone, or at most, a very few who are closest to us. 

To each, life in its course brings many cups and forces 
us to partake of their potion whether we will or no. The 
life we develop over the years is determined pretty much 
by the way we allow these cups to affect.us. And again, 
it comes in time, that the way we take the cups life forces 
upon us is determined more and more by the life we have 
developed through the years. 

But all of life’s cups are not great ones filled with 
drama, decision, disappointment or loss. There are the 
smaller, more inconspicuous cups that come to us in living 
every day. Often these are the ones we should drink pa- 
tiently and willingly because they will make us better. 
Not better than other people, but better than we were 
yesterday, last week and the year before. 

Is not the cup of patience one we would like to shun at 
times, when it might be so much easier, and perhaps sat- 
isfying temporarily, to let a spell of temper take over 
the directing of our lives for a little while? True Chris- 
tianity not only recommends patience, but requires that 
we drink deeply of its cup, always draining it to the last 
trying drop, when we would naturally wish, often fer- 
vently, to do something very much different. 

Here is the cup of restraint. It has been said that it is 
almost impossible to change a man, once he has set his 
mind on a certain course. And yet—how often our. plans 
and intentions have failed to produce what we had hoped, 
and after we have advice, sometimes competent ad- 
vice, to the contrary of our desires. Too often it is easy to 
follow a course which has only our own desire to recom- 
mend it. And how often would a little draught from the 
cup of self-restraint have saved us much. It is not neces- 
sary to use an illustration, for each of us can supply at 
least one that we would rather not think about. The cup 
of self-restraint is one most of us can drink with profit. 

What does the cup of moderation bring to mind? The 
little things first of all, that make up our everyday living. 
Our beliefs. Our speech, which is what we say about our 


beliefs. Our actions, which are what we do about our be- 
liefs and opinions. Our appetites, our desires, our pleas- 
ures. Can we say we have always drunk deeply from the 
cup of moderation? Too often we have only sipped or 
tasted thoughtfully. There is some perverse slant to man’s 
nature which urges him on to do what he wants to do, 
regardless of consequences. The smoker is fond of his 
“coffin nails.” The overweight person would rather take 
pills than exercise will power in moderate eating. We 
are said to dig our graves with our teeth. The motorist 
thrilled with the sensation of speed dies in a crashing 
wreck. Moderation is a cup from which no one drinks 
easily. Each of us has within, the desire to do something 
beyond need, that so easily becomes excess if we do not 
quaff often from the cup of moderation. 

It is pleasant to drink of the cup of good health and 
vibrant energy. And most of us have this privilege in 
childhood, and on into maturity. But all too often the 
frailty of life forces us to drink from the cup of poor 
health. This potion may come to us in the form of sick- 
ness, injury, low vitality or constant wearing pain. But 
whether we experience it ourselves or see it in others, it 
should bring us to the firm realization that our lives are 
as James says, a vapor that lingers for but a moment 
and is gone. Gone forever unless we have been drinking 
deeply from still another cup. 

Has not the bitter cup of trial, disappointment and fail- 
ure come to us more than once? And there are untold 
thousands of persons in this world who have never heard 
the name of Christ, who have drunk the bitterest cups 
bravely and without flinching, facing each new day with 
a firm determination to conquer their troubles and fail- 
ures. So being a Christian does not give us more courage 
or patience than other people, but being a true Christian 
does give us a better understanding of ourselves, a su- 
perior understanding of what life is, and what it is all 
about, and especially does it give us a better understand- 
ing of what we can do with life, its trials and troubles. 

All of the cups we have considered add value to the 
thoughtful, considerate life. But they add nothing beyond 
the normal span of years that life brings to us. So what 
we need is another cup to prolong life. The cup of salva- 
tion which Christ drained to the last drop. 

In Matthew 20: 22 Jesus asked Zebedee’s sons, “Are ye 
able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and be bap- 
tized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” Paul 
tells us in Romans 6: 10 that Jesus “died unto sin once.” 
This was His baptism and the cup that He drank of. He 
said of Himself, “I do always those things that please” 
the Father (John 8:29). Could such submission and 
self-denial be less than a cup? This is the cup that ob- 
tained for Jesus the reward which we seek, and which 
Paul tells about, “Who [Christ] only hath immortality, 
dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto” 
(I Tim. 6:16). 

This is the cup of good works, purity of living and per- 
fection of character of which Jesus partook, and of which 
you and I must drink to obtain the same reward that 
Jesus did. The Bible evidence clearly shows that we too 
must drink of this same cup to obtain eternal life. The big 
question in your life and mine today and every day of our 
lives is simply this: Are we drinking of the same cup 
Jesus drank of? And are we drinking it all? 
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Heroism 


It takes great strength to train 

To modern service your ancestral brain; 

To lift the weight of the unnumbered years 

Of dead men’s habits, methods, and ideas; 

To hold that back with one hand, and support 
With the other the weak steps of the new thought. 


It takes great strength to bring your life up square 
With your accepted thought and hold it there; 
Resisting the inertia that drags back 

From new attempts to the old habit’s track. 

It is so easy to drift back, to sink; 

So hard to live abreast of what you think. 


It takes great strength to live where you belong 
When other people think that you are wrong; 
People you love, and who love you, and whose 
Approval is a pleasure you would choose. 

To bear this pressure and succeed at length 

In living your belief—well, it takes strength. 


And courage, too; but what does courage mean 
Save strength to help you face a pain unseen? 
Courage to undertake this lifelong strain 

Of setting yours against your grandsire’s brain; 
Dangerous risk of walking lone and free 

Out of the easy path that used to be. 

And the fierce pain of hurting those we love 
When love meets truth, and truth must ride above. 


But the best courage man has ever shown 

Is daring to cut loose and think alone. 

Dark are the unlit chambers of clear space 
Where light shines back from no reflecting face. 
Our sun’s wide glare, our heaven’s shining blue, 
We owe to fog and dust they fumble through; 
And our rich wisdom that we treasure so 
Shines from the thousand things that we don’t know. 
But to think new—it takes a courage grim 

As led Columbus over the world’s rim. 

To think it cost some courage. And to go— 
Try it. It takes every power you know. 


It takes great love to stir the human heart 

To live beyond the others and apart. 

A love that is not shallow, is not small, 

Is not for one or two, but for them all. 

Love that can wound love for its higher need; 

Love that can leave love, though the heart may bleed; 
Love that can lose love, family, and friend, 

Yet steadfastly live, loving to the end. 

A love that asks no answer, that can live 

Moved by one burning, deathless force—to give. 
Love, strength, and courage; courage, strength and love: 
The heroes of all time are built thereof. 





You have really grown wise when you realize the mat- 
ter you are anxious about today won’t seem important to- 
morrow. 


Men become strong by defying defeat, and by turning 
loss to gain and failure to success. 


OBITUARY 
ANTOINETTE MARIE BARBER 


On Saturday, Oct. 18, funeral services for Mrs. An- 
toinette Marie Barber were conducted at Winchell Fun- 
eral Parlors by K. E. Flowerday, Assistant Pastor of the 
Megiddo Mission Church. 

Our Sister, a member of some 45 years’ standing, be- 
came interested in the work of the Megiddo Church short- 
ly after the death of our founder, the Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
whose forceful reasoning and presenting of Scriptural 
evidence had convinced her brother, the late L. DeYoung, 
of the truthfulness of the Bible. 

Through the years, regular attendance at services has 
been her joy and comfort, even unto her last weeks of 
her activity, when, though not sufficiently able to attend 
the church, she would come, with her family and listen to 
the Sunday A. M. service from the Mission Home over the 
sound system. 

The deceased was survived by her husband, Wm. C. 
Barber; two sons, Ralph C. and Clarence W.; and one 
daughter, Ethel R. Barber who keenly mourn the loss of 
the wife and mother of their family; also one brother, 
E. DeJonge; and two sisters, Mrs. J. Nuijens and Mrs. L. 
DeKan, all of Rochester and vicinity. 

Interment was in Mount Hope Cemetery, Rochester, 
NM. ¥. 

To the suffering mourners whose circle has been so 
sadly disrupted by the hand of the Grim Monster, we 
would point the comforting words of the prophet who 
foresaw that blessed time when “They shall come and 
sing in the height of Zion and shall flow together to the 
goodness of the Lord ... and their soul shall be as a 


watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at 
all.” 





DO NOT SAY GOOD BYE TO GOD 


Oh, do not say good bye to God. When you 
Have visited the church and paused to pray 
And sing a hymn, and calmly walk away. 
But take Him in your thoughts when you are through. 
Revere His Word, it tells you what to do, 
And let no earthly care lead you astray, 
Nor keep you from Him for a single day, 
Nor lead you into by-ways, old or new. 
For God loves you in hours bright or dim; 
He cares for you more than you'll ever know; 
Supplies your need, and longs to be your friend. 
But you must show your thankfulness to Him 
By kindly thoughts, and words, and deeds, and grow 
More pure each day, and serve Him to the end. 
—Contributed. 





The way I may not always see, 
But this I know: God cares for me. 


It matters not what seems to be, 
Since this is true: God cares for me. 


Though tempests rage on land and sea, 
I’m safe because God cares for me. 


From doubt and fear He keeps me free; 
My surety this: God cares for me. -—Sel. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither 
do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high 
for me” (Psalm 131: 1). 


Without a doubt most of us have experienced rare 
golden moments when our hearts were at rest, in tune 
with the Infinite and at peace with the world. At such 
times we are content to lie as clay in the Potter’s hands, 
working together with Him, resting the outcome in His 
hands in full assurance of faith. But, unfortunately, it 
has proved difficult to maintain this state of bliss, and for 
many it remains an ideal, a goal still distant, which is 
probably what the composer of this beautiful Psalm 
meant it to be. For the singer of Israel knew a life far 
from idyllic, and his stormy struggles with his own na- 
ture makes him one of the Bible characters whom we 
feel we know and understand. 

Still, it is not an impossible ideal, and as a Divine 
standard it assumes the status of a direct command. If 
we are not like that, we had better be. 

The many Bible passages describing the peace and rest 
which reward the faithful believer, form a necklace of 
jewels of rarest beauty. But let no one think this peace 
is inborn, or ours for the mere wishing, or in any sense 
easy to attain. Like every part of the “hundredfold” 
promised by the Master, it has its price. In its fullness it 
comes at the end of the battle, not at the beginning. There 
can be no final peace without final victory. 

So when the vision of glory dims and our skies grow 
dark, when the tempests shake our soul and we long for 
inward peace and it eludes us, we may well ask ourselves, 
“Who am I, and what have I done, that I should expect 
peace?” If we are serious in our quest, we may inquire, 
What is the barrier between me and my God? What sin 
hides His face from me? (Isa. 59: 1, 2). These questions, 
sincerely asked and followed up, are the prelude to prog- 
ress, and finally, the “great peace” of true Christians. 

It is a fact taught by sad experience that pride and 
peace cannot dwell together. “Humility, that low, sweet 
root from which all heavenly virtues shoot,” is the parent 
of serenity. The haughty spirit cannot escape its final fall 
(Prov. 16:18), nor can it avoid a great deal of unhap- 
piness in this life. A head carried too high is sure to get 
bumped frequently and painfully, and lofty eyes overlook 
the many stumbling blocks in the way. Pride breeds sen- 
sitiveness, and feelings which project too far get hurt. 

Pride should never be confused with self-respect, nor 
humility with the lack of ambition. As a matter of fact, 
this is too often done. Orderliness of surroundings, neat- 
ness of dress and cleanliness of person need not be pride; 
right motives sanctify them as essential Christian vir- 
tues. A dirty, lazy or shiftless Christian is a contradiction 
in terms. In fact, he is not a Christian at all. While trials 
are essential for our purification, it does not follow that 
they should be sought after or taken for granted. A trou- 
ble which we bring upon ourselves through willfulness or 
bad judgment may teach us a valuable lesson; but far 


better not to have to learn by the hard way. 

The line of least resistance is to abandon the struggle, 
fold our hands piously and say all is for the best. This is 
the spirit of much “inspirational” reading, but it is not 
true. Whatever is, is not necessarily right. This present 
world is filled with innumerable evils which cry out for 
correction. When God’s time comes, it will be different. 
Then it will be correct to say, “God’s in His heaven, all’s 
right with the world.” 

No trouble which could have been avoided, no adverse 
condition which can possibly be remedied, should be ac- 
cepted as the will of God. It is true that “what can’t be 
cured must be endured” (and that is plenty), but that 
does not excuse us from at least attempting a cure, with 
all that is in us. It is true that “God ... will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it” (I Cor. 10: 18) ; but this does not signify 
that we should sit with folded hands waiting for the way 
of escape to appear. God helps only those who help them- 
selves, and the man or woman who gives up without a 
warfare against sin, choosing resignation instead, is like 
the slothful servant in the parable, who hid his lone talent 
in the earth rather than exert himself to put it to work. 
The attitude of the man who prays for daily bread and 
waits for it to descend, ready baked and buttered, is in 
contradiction to the admonition in Eph. 4: 28, “let him 
labor, working with his hands the thing which is good.” 

It is important, however, for the Christian to know 
his limitations and work within his sphere. We must, it 
is true, expand our souls, exalt our aspirations, think 
high thoughts, fight the “good fight.” But there is a point 
beyond which we cannot go, and to attempt it is to court 
frustration. The finite mind cannot comprehend the in- 
finite. Eternity of time and infinity of space are definitely 
beyond our grasp. The self-existent, all-powerful, imper- 
ishable nature of God is too high for us. And for us to 
question His wisdom or judge His actions by human 
standards is the sheerest presumption. This is not the 
road to peace of mind. We should remember Deut. 29: 29, 
“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those 
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our chil- 
dren for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 

Individuals of a certain mental type are relatively in- 
sensible to the misery of the world, so long as they are 
not themselves touched by it. Others, less self-centered 
and more sensitive, are deeply moved; but here again 
there are various reactions. The one of little faith is like- 
ly to worry and despair. Others, confessing themselves 
inadequate for the task, but strong in the faith that a 
brighter, glorious Morrow will dawn when the Eternal 
takes over, can say without selfishness, 

“T am glad to think 

I am not bound to make the world go right, 

But only to discover and to do 

With cheerful heart the work that God appoints. 

I will trust in Him, 

That He can hold His own; and I will take 

His will .. . to be my highest good.” 

Such are not exercising themselves in things too high 
for them, but, living one day at a time and doing well the 
work lying nearest at hand, are quietly preparing them- 
selves for the time when minds will be expanded to com- 
prehend the unfolding wisdom of God. 


Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Do you believe in the integration of the colored race in 


society as well as in school? Does the Bible say anything 
against or in favor? 


The director of a boys’ club made a very good answer 
to this age-old question. A very fussy woman, was mak- 
ing inquires about how the boys’ club was run. “Is it 
true,” she asked sternly, “that you allow colored boys in 
the same club with white boys?” 

“Madam,” the director answered, “in this club we do 
not deal in skins. We deal in boys” (CHRISTIAN HERALD). 

So it is with God. In the new world “every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation” will be represented 
(Rev. 5:9, 10). 

The Jews before Christ had developed an idea of supe- 
riority and exclusiveness. The Gentiles were not good 
enough for them to associate with. But with the Master 
of men it was not so. Throughout His ministry His love 
was undiscriminating. He healed the slave of a Roman 
centurion even though he belonged to a hated occupation 
army. He healed ten men of leprosy and later commended 
the gratefulness of a lone Samaritan. He did not hesitate 
to preach to a Samaritan woman, for He realized that 
they too were human and needed His gospel. A foreigner 
was the hero in His parable of The Good Samaritan. A 
Syrian and Sidonian were cited as worthy examples to 
the stiffnecked town of Nazareth. See Luke 7: 1—10; 
17: 11—19; John 4: 1—27; Luke 10: 25—33; 4: 16—382. 

The principal men in the early Church labored unceas- 
ingly to break down racial barriers. Peter’s mission to 
Cornelius of the Italian band taught him that “God is no 
respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” 
(Acts 10: 34, 35). This makes it as clear as words could 
express it that God shows no favoritism, recognizes no 
superior races, no special or chosen people, gives priority 
to no nation. Also there is the incident where Philip in- 
structed the Ethiopian eunuch. Paul in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians says that Christ came to break down “the 
dividing wall of hostility” between Jews and Gentiles, 
that He “might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross” (2: 11—18, R.S.V.). 

We need more of Christ in America today. Whites and 
Negroes fight side by side on our battlefields but are seg- 
regated in our halls of learning. We seek to make brothers 
of the Negroes in Africa (through foreign missions) , but 
where is the brotherhood at home! We need to intreat 
God’s pardon and begin to apply the Golden Rule. 

The Scripture says: God “hath made of one blood all 
nations” (Acts 17: 26). There are four different types 
of blood, but those four different types are common to 
all races. You might have a blood transfusion from a man 
of another race who has the same type of blood as you 
have, while the blood of your own brother might be un- 
suitable. 

Lincoln said, “This government cannot endure per- 
manently half slave and half free.” Today we add, “This 
nation cannot exist half integrated and half disintergated.” 
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I do not feel right about attending the services of the Latter 
Day Saints. Yet I cannot reconcile isolating myself with the 
command to assemble yourselves together. What counsel can 
you offer? 


True, we have the command, “Let us consider one an- 
other to provoke unto love and to good works: not forsak- 
ing the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the 
more, as ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 10: 24, 25). 
However, if you cannot reconcile the teachings of this 
group with plain Bible truths, if assembling with them 
does not inspire better Christian living, if encouraging 
exhortation cannot be exchanged (as the scripture text 
specifies), then such assembly is not profitable. Paul cau- 
tioned the church at Corinth that their assembly was for 
the worse and not for the better because of the factions 
that existed among them (I Cor. 11:17—19). Also we 
have the direct command from Proverbs: “Cease, my son, 
to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words 
of knowledge” (19: 27). It is preferable and more edify- 
ing to meet in your home where two or three can gather 
in Christ’s name (Matt. 18:20), and where the Word 
can be exalted, than with a group who deny the teachings 
of the Word. 


Do you believe in water baptism? 


Water baptism was a part of Christ’s commission to 
His apostles for the conversion of the Gentiles: “Go there- 
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matt. 28:19, R.S.V.). However, water baptism, 
as any other outward form, is not vital. Christ was bap- 
tized by John, but He spoke of another baptism which is 
more essential: “Are ye able to drink of the cup that I 
shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with?” (Matt. 20:22). This baptism is well de- 
fined by Peter: “Baptism means, of course, far more than 
the washing of a dirty body: it means the ability to face 
God with a clear conscience. For there is in every true 
baptism the virtue of Christ’s rising from the dead” 
(I Pet. 3: 21, Phillips). Paul parallels the thought: “Have 
you forgotten that all of us who were baptized into Jesus 
Christ were, by that very action, sharing in His death? 
We were dead and buried with Him in baptism, so that 
just as He was raised from the dead by that splendid rev- 
elation of the Father’s power so we too might rise to life 
on a new plane altogether” (Rom. 6:3, 4, Phillips). 


Please explain I John 3: 2. 


The passage reads as follows: “Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 

In other words, in our present mortal condition we 
have no conception of the immortal nature, but when He 
(Christ) shall appear, if worthy, we shall be made like 
Him. Then this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and 
this mortal] shall put on immortality. Christ shall change 
our vile bodies and fashion them like unto His glorious 
body. See I Cor. 15: 50—55; Phil. 3: 20, 21. 


11 





Cems of Life for Youth 


LEISURE 


“Time was is past—thou canst not it recall; 
Time is thou hast—employ the portion small; 
Time future is not, and may never be; 

Time present is the only time for thee.” 


PARE moments are the gold-dust of time— 
S the portion of life most fruitful in good or 

evil. When gathered up and pressed into use 
important results flow out; when neglected they 
are gaps through which temptations quickly enter. 
They are a treasure when rightly used; a curse 
when abused. 

Three obligations rest upon us in regard to the 
use and application of time. First, our account- 
ability to God who bestows upon us this valuable 
gift. Second, our duty to ourselves, in providing 
for our necessities, our happness, our improve- 
ment. Third, the duty to those dependent upon us, 
and to society. 

Time has sometimes been termed an estate, and 
it is true of this, as of other estates of which the 
young come into possession, that it is rarely prized 
till it is nearly squandered, and then, when life is 
fast waning, they begin to think of spending the 
hours wisely, and even of saving the moments. But 
habits of idleness, listlessness, and procrastina- 
tion once firmly fixed cannot be suddenly thrown 
off, and the man who has wasted the precious 
hours of life’s seed-time finds that he cannot reap 
a harvest in life’s autumn. The value of time can- 
not be realized. It is the most precious thing in 
the world; the only thing of which it is a virtue 
to be covetous, and yet it is the one thing of which 
all are wasteful. Time is so precious that there is 
never but one moment in the world at once, and 
that is always taken away before another is given. 

It is astonishing what can be done in any de- 
partment of life when once the will is fired with a 
determination to use the leisure time rightly. 
When one gathers up the fragments of life and 
uses them judiciously he finds he can accomplish 
almost any desired purpose. 

People in any community who have done the 
most good for their own or the general good are 
not the wealthy and leisurely class. Almost al- 
ways they are the overworked class who seem 
well-nigh swamped with cares and activity. They 
have learned to economize time, and, however 
crowded with business, are always capable of do- 
ing a little more. You may rely upon them in their 
busiest seasons with far more assurance than 
upon the idle man. It is much easier for one who 
is always exerting himself to exert himself a 


little more for an extra purpose than for him who 
does nothing to get up steam for the same end. 
Give a busy man ten minutes to write a letter and 
he will dash it off at once; give an idle man a day, 
and he will put it off till tomorrow or next week. 
There is a momentum in an active man which of 
itself almost carries him to the mark. 

Where they work much in gold the very dust of 
the room is carefully gathered up for the few 
grains of gold that may be saved. Learn from this 
the nobler economy of time. Glean up its golden 
dust; economize with tenfold care those raspings 
and parings of existence, those leavings of days 
and bits of hours, so valueless singly, so inestima- 
ble in the aggregate, and you will be rich in lei- 
sure. Rely upon it, if you are a miser of moments, 
if you hoard up and turn to account odd minutes 
and half-hours and unexpected holidays, the five- 
minute gap while the table is spreading, your 
careful gleanings at the end of life will have 
formed a colossal and solid block of time, and you 
will die wealthier in good deeds harvested than 
thousands whose time is all their own. 

It is with an understanding of the value of time 
in early life, and all through life, that the inspired 
writers so frequently admonished men to careful 
living. Some of their exhortations as to how the 
right use of time is achieved are as follows: 


By realizing the brevity of life: 

“So teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). 

By youthful piety: 

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth,...” (Eccl, 12:1). 

By serious living: 

“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as 


fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil” (Eph. 5: 15, 16). 


By a constant example before the world: 


“Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, 
redeeming the time” (Col. 4:5). 





Scatter seeds of kindness 
Everywhere you go; 

Scatter bits of courtesy— 
Watch them grow and grow. 
Gather buds of friendship; 
Keep them till full blown. 
You will find more happiness 
Than you have ever known. 
Gather every bit of love 

All that you can find, 

With it bind the broken hearts 


For love heals all mankind. —Selected. 











nee ant rn — ee 
Pi 


